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SAMPLE CLAUSES – INTERPRETATION CLAUSES 

Different versions of sample clauses for this subject follow.  Select the version 
most suitable for your requirements and copy and paste it into your contract with 
appropriate changes. It may be necessary to change the description of the parties 
(e.g. “Supplier” or “Customer”) and other terminology (e.g. capitalized terms) to 
enable the text of the selected clause to be consistent with that used in the rest of 
the contract. Where square brackets [   ] appear inserted within them are 
variables and should be adjusted to reflect your circumstances. 
 

VERSION 1 

1. INTERPRETATION 

1.1 For the purposes of interpretation of this Agreement: 

(a) a cross reference to a clause number is a reference to all its sub-clauses; 

(b) words denoting the singular number include the plural and vice versa; 

(c) words denoting any gender include all genders; 

(d) a reference to a person includes a partnership, body corporate, 
government department or authority, association or other legal entity; 

(e) a reference to a clause, sub-clause, paragraph, sub-paragraph, schedule 
and annexure is a reference to a clause, sub-clause, paragraph, sub-
paragraph, schedule and annexure to this Agreement; 

(f) a reference to any party to this Agreement shall include its successors and 
permitted assigns and permitted substitutes; 

(g) a reference to any legislation or any provision of any legislation shall 
include any consolidation, amendment, re-enactment or replacement of 
such legislation or provision; 

(h) a reference to any legislation shall include any regulations or other 
subordinate legislation or instruments issued under it; 

(i) in the case of any conflict between the main body of this Agreement and 
its Schedules or Annexures, the Schedules and Annexures shall prevail; 
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(j) the clause headings are for convenient reference only and have no effect 
in limiting or extending the language of the provisions to which they 
relate; 

(k) where any word or phrase is given a defined meaning, any other part of 
speech or other grammatical form in respect of such word or phrase shall 
have a corresponding meaning; 

(l) reference to payments to any party to this Agreement shall be construed to 
include payments to another person upon the direction of such party; 

(m) if any day appointed or specified by this Agreement for the payment of 
any money falls on a day which is not a business day, the day so 
appointed or specified shall be deemed to be the next day which is a 
business day; 

(n) a reference to a prohibition against doing any thing includes a reference to 
not permitting, suffering or causing that thing to be done; 

(o) inclusive examples do not limit the scope of the subject matter; 

(p) a reference to a specific time for any action or the performance of an 
obligation is a reference to the time in the place where the action is to 
occur or the obligation is to be performed; 

(q) if a period of time is specified and dates from a given day or the day of an 
act or event, it is to be calculated exclusive of that day; 

(r) a reference to a day is to be interpreted as the 24 hour period ending at 
midnight on that day; 

(s) no rule of legal construction shall apply to disadvantage one party because 
it has drafted this Agreement. 

 


